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June 3,2009 

Mr. Richard R. Sarles 
Executive Director 
New Jersey Transit 
1 Penn Plaza East 
Newark, New Jersey 07105 

Dear Mr. Sarles: 

The Mth Legislative District has certainly been kept alive as a hub of economic, 
social, cultural and educational life in our State, and New Jersey Transit has long 
been a contributor to sustaining our District's attractiveness in terms of the 
public's destination of choice for residency and business. 

However, we find ourselves at a critical juncture in terms of the public 
transportation infrastructure being able to effectuate a desirable quality-of-life 
for our constituents. 

I am besieged by correspondences and calls from constituents urging me, as their 
legislative representative, to strongly urge NJ Transit to institute a limited form 
of weekend senrice on the Boonton line as soon as possible. 

For the residents and businesses in the district, parti 
Montclair and the Borough of Glen Ridge, this has 
languished for well over a decade. 
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Our local elected officials have been told repeatedly that the inability of NJ 
Transit to address weekend service is attributable to needed construction on 
Bloomfield Avenue at the border of Glen Ridge and Montclair, and developing 
the ability to shut off power on week-ends, so the technical work can be 
performed. 

All of our area elected and appointed officials, institutional and business leaders, 
area residents and other stakeholders, have been meeting and establishing 
dialogue so that collectively, we may encourage NJ Transit to more pro-actively 
work with our geographic sector to make some forward movement on this issue. 

Currently, a proposal/recommendation has been made which we seek to present 
to NJT, which would provide diesel service from Montclair State University to 
Hoboken hourly during the day on weekends. 

There currently exists a "shuttle" between Broad Street and Hoboken on 
weekends, but, because of a very long layover, perhaps it may be possible to 
merely change the final destination from Broad Street to Montclair State 
University. 

Our district, embedded in the center of the County of Essex, contains some of the 
oldest residential and business corridors in our State. These communities are 
struggling to address the issue of property tax relief, attracting more ratables, 
and enhancing their individual communities with the kinds of amenities which 
will make families want to remain. 

As a career transportation professional, I know that I need not convince you of 
how access to quality public transportation in urban hubs can be transformative, 
enhancing quality-of-life and keeping communities alive. 

I encourage NJ Transit to work with us in making this a reality within our 
legislative district. 

Sincerely, 

Assemblywoman Sheila Oliver 
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THOMAS GIBLIN 
ASSEMEL-, 334TH DISTRICT 

PART OF E S E X  AND 
PAsSAlC COUNTlES 
1335 BROAD STREET 

CLIkTUN, NJ 07013 
f9733) 779-3125 

FAX (973) 779-3156 

HIGHER EDUCATION 

Mr. Richard Sarles 
Executive Director 
NJ Transit 
1 Penn Plaza East 
Newark, N J 07 1 05-2246 

Dear Executive Director Sarles, 

We are writing to you in support of the effort to provide weekend service 
on the Boonton line as soon as possible. As you know, weekend service has 
been suspended for some time due to ongoing work which requires power to be 
cut off. 

However, there is currently a diesel "shuttle" that runs between Broad St., 
Newark and Hoboken. By extending this service to make its final destination 
Montclair State University, weekend service can be restored without having to 
restore power. 

It is important to note that weekend service is more than just a convenience. 
Many of those along the Boonton line don't work a regular Monday through 
Friday week and need access to New York City and surrounding areas. Allowing 
this service will allow these individuals to reach their destination safely while 
simultaneously improving the environment by taking cars off of the street. 

In addition, businesses such as the Wellmont Theater in Montclair and NJPAC in 
Newark would be positively impacted by access via rail; students at Montclair 
State University and Bloomfield College would have direct access to the 
Meadowlands and New York City, and teenagers would have a safe way to travel 
to similar venues. 
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THO~QAS GIBUN 
&SEMBLY.MAH, 3451-1 DISTRICT 

PART OF ESSm AMD 
PASSMC GOUNTIES 
1333 BROAD STREET 
CLIFTON, NJ 07019 
(9133 779-3126 

FAX (973) 779-3156 

HIGHER EDUCATION 

While we understand there are serious budgetary constraints right now, we 
would respectively ask that you look at this option seriously. So many 
communities stand to benefit from this service. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas P. Giblin 
Assemblyman, 34th District 

Shelia Y. Oliver 
Assemblywoman 34th District 
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i OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
Hall of Records, Room 405, Newark, New Jersey 07102 

973.62 1.4400 --- 973.62 1.6343 (Fax) 
www.essexcountynj .org 

Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. 
Essex County Executive 

June 4,2009 

Richard Sarles, Executive Director 
1 Penn Plaza East 
Newark, NJ 07105 

Dear Director ~arles,  

I am writing to support efforts to start up limited weekend service from Montclair to Hoboken 
from the MSU station. Montclair Mayor Fried has been in contact with elected officials from all 
levels of government who represent the Township, and we are united in our desire to move 
forward on this issue. 

Weekend Service from Montclair has been promised for many years, and the lack of it puts 
Montclair, and its commuters, in a negative position, from the lack of ability to get full use of their 
commuter tickets, to limiting drive-free access to cultural events in Newark, New York or our 
surrounding communities. Having the service will be of benefit in a plethora of ways - from 
allowing visitors easy access to the community to visit friends or family, to attend a Montclair 
event or sample a Township restaurant. 

The ongoing delays of weekend and onestop service must be addressed, for it also impacts the 
overall value of the Townships real estate - especially when other County towns do have these 
upgrades. 

Thank you for your serious consideration of this matter. Working together, we will continue 
Putting Essex County First, and improving the NJ Transit Service to Montclair. 

Sincerely, 

4aK- 
oseph N, DiVincenzo, Jr. 

Essex County Executive 
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RAYMOND J. McCARTHY 
MAYOR 

E-MAIL: 
mccarthy@bloom!ieldtwpnj.com 

Fax 
973 680 4040 

TOWNSHIP OF BLOOMFIELD 
New Jersey 07003-3487 

June 5,2009 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing this letter in support of weekend rail service. As Mayor for the past eight 
years, there have been a number of requests that have passed my desk, but probably the 
most often requested is the weekend rail service t o  and from New York City. This service 
would be invaluable to the members of this community. 

- The Township of Bloomfield's'downtown is on the verge of a major Redevelopment 
and was recently awarded the 2009 New Jersey Future Smart Growth Award. What is 
significant about that is  the idea of taking people out of their cars and getting them to take 
mass transit. Not only is it a luxury for those people who take the train it also makes them 
responsible in terms of protecting our environment and helping the future generations by 
reducing their carbon footprint. Weekend rail service into Manhattan is a great motive for 
people moving into our downtown. This provides the Township of Bloomfield with an area 
that will be not only attractive to its residents but practical in terms of redeveloping our 
downtown. The idea of the redevelopment and weekend rail service has been a great factor 
in winning this prestigious award. The addition of weekend rail service only enhances our 
popularity among those people who are looking to  move to a community which is suburban 
in nature yet has access to big city flair. 

Attached you will find a Resolution recently passed by Mayor and Council in support of 
weekend rail service.   he entire council is in agreement about the benefits that this 
additional service would provide to better the lives of residents and the community in 
general. 

Thank you for your courtesy and consideration in this matter. 

Very sincerely yours, 7 

~a~m&/d  J. McCarthy 
Mayor 

I 



2009 RESOLUTION - MID-TOWN WEEKEND SERVICES 
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WEIEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township ofBloomfield are committed to 

address the transportation and commuting needs of its residents, and 

WHEREAS, many Township residents travel to NYC not only weekdays but also on 

weekends and holidays; and 

WHEREAS, the Township residents would benefit ifNJ Transit offered Mid-Town 

Direct service on weekends and holidays, and 

WHEREAS, if Mid-Town Direct service was offered on weekends and holidays 

Township residents would have alternate means of Commuting to NYC other than driving 

thus, helping the environment and encouraging the use of public transportation, and 

WEEREAS, the Township's Redevelopment Plan will attract even more people to 

the area that may utilize Mid-Town Direct service; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township ofBIoomfield strongly urges to 

New Jersey Transit to provide weekend and holiday to Mid-Town Direct Service from 

Bloomfield for the benefit of Bloomfield residents, and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the 

Township of Bloomfield, County of Essex, State of New Jersey hereby direct the Township 

Administrator to forward a copy of this resolution to NJ Transit notlfylng them of the 

Township's great desire for Mid-Town Direct service on weekends and holidays. 

0 5 
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1 
I hereby certifjr that the above resolution was duly adopted by the Mayor and Council 

of the Township of Bloomfield at a meeting of said Township Council held on 
February 2,2009. 

&h.L?&J 
~ u % c i ~ a l  Clerk of the ~ownshi~mf~loomfield 

I hereby approve the above resolution 

ROLL CALL VOTE 
MAYOR & COUNCIL / YES 1 NO I ABSTAIN I ABSENT 

I 
COUNCILWOMAN MALY 
COUNCILMAN JOANOW 
COUNCILMAN RUANE 
COUNCILWOMAN BARKER 
COUNCILWOMAN SPYCHALA 
COUNCILMAN HAMILTON 
MAYOR McCARTHY 

/ 
/ 

0 \Resolutions\2009 resolutions\mid-town weekend servies doc 
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June 6,2009 

Mr. Richard R. Sarles 
Executive Director 
New Jersey Transit 
1 Penn Plaza East 
Newark, New Jersey 07105 

Dear Mr. Sarles: 

The question "when will weekend train service to New York City be implemented" is 
one that is frequently asked here in Glen Ridge. For the past number of years all we 
have been able to say in response has been "soon". 

New Jersey Transit's latest explanation for the delay in implementing weekend service 
to New York City along the Montclair-Boonton line has been the proposed 
reconstruction of the Bloomfield Avenue bridge over the train line located on the border 
of Glen Ridge and Montclair and the need to shut-off electrical power on the weekends 
so the construction can be performed. That project has been delayed due to the objection 
by a business affected by proposed construction. That delay will no doubt further 
impact on the advent of weekend train service to the Montclair-Boonton line. 

The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Glen Ridge ask for your support for bringing 
weekend service to the Montclair-Boonton line as soon as possible. This service is long 
over due and will have a positive impact on the lives and property values of the 
residents of Glen Ridge. We are told that there currently exists a "shuttle" between 
Broad Street, Newark and Hoboken on weekends and that, due to a long layover at 
Broad Street station, it may be possible to adjust the schedule without negative impact to 
NJT to include stops along the Montclair-Boonton line up to Montclair State University. 

We ask that you investigate and support the proposal advanced by Mayor Fried of 
Montclair and other transit advocates whch would provide as an intermediate step 
limited diesel service from Montclair State University to Hoboken. Due to the noise 
associated with diesel locomotives, we ask that the long-term plan be based on electric 
service, and that the present plan using diesel locomotives provide a limited number of 
trains to and from Hoboken. 

We are ready to work with NJ Transit to make weekend service to Hoboken a reality. 

Sincerely yours, 

Peter Hughes 
Mayor 
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Township of Little Falls 41175 
Passaic County, New Jersey 

Michael DeFrancisci 
Mayor 

Mr. Richard Sarles 
Executive Director 
NJ Transit 
1 Penn Plaza East 
Newark, NJ 07105-2246 

Dear Executive Director Sarles, 

Municipal Building 
225 Main Street 

Little Falls, NJ 07424 
Tel No. 973-256-0170 
Fax NO. 973-890-4501 

&Mail: MDeFrancisci@LFNJ.com 

I am writing to you with regard to the Boonton line. Currently,the weekend service has been 
suspended and I am asking your support in the effort to provide the weekend service. This is an 
extremely important issue, as all commuters don't have a regular Monday through Friday work week 
and will need access on weekends as well. Residents have continuously requested that this service be 
implemented and are very concerned about same. Please consider supporting this. Thank you. 

Very truly yours, - 

Mayor Township of Little Falls 
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KFWiR 
UNIVERSITY 

W c e  of the Phsident 
Voice: 973-655-421 2 
F~x :  973-655-71 95 
Web: www.rnontclair.4~ 

June 4,2009 

The Honorable Jerry Fried 
Mayor, Township of Montclair 
205 Clarernont Ave. 
Montclair, NJ 07042 

Dear Mayor Fried: 

Montclair State Uzmiversiky suppo- weekend service on the Boonton line. 

The University provides programs md services to &e greater New Jersey New York 
region seven days a week. Many of ow students, faculty; staff and visitors use the 
weekday train senti~e to wd  fkom our campus. Weekend sewice would provide an 
opportunity to access the University on weekends and provide transportation alternatives 
to our residential students. 

Sincerely 

Susan A. Cole 
President 
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June 8,2009 

Richard Sarles 
NJ Transit 
One Penn Plaza East 
Newark, NJ 07105 

Dear Mr. Sarles, 

The Midtown Direct rail service established between Montclair and Manhattan along NJ 
Transit's Boonton Line nearly eight years ago has demonstrated itself to be an invaluable 
resource for township residents. The service's expediency and affordability immediately made it a 
practical alternative to riding the bus or driving into NYC for thousands of our township's city- 
bound commuters each and every weekday. Beyond the commuting benefits, the Midtown Direct 
line has had some other very positive effects for Montclair, including increasing local home 
values, mitigating auto emissions, reducing traffic on area roads, and providing added mobility 
for those unable to drive. However, the lack of weekend train service along this line has 
prohibited other potential riders, the township and NJ Transit from realizing the full potential of 
this valuable public transportation amenity. 

The Montclair Center business community would undoubtedly reap enormous benefits by 
initiating limited weekend rail service between NYC and Montclair State University. In  addition to 
accommodating workers and revelers heading into the city for the weekend, such service would 
likewise offer NYC residents an equally inviting enticement to come out and enjoy the shopping, 
dining, and cultural offerings of the township's central business district. The Bay Street Station's 
proximity to Bloomfield Avenue provides the ideal location for weekend rail riders to arrive and 
depart Montclair Center safely and conveniently. The influx of weekend visitors and increased 
foot traffic would undoubtedly benefit everyone from the Montclair Art Museum to the Wellmont 
Theater to the hundreds of independent boutiques and restaurants located throughout the 
Montclair Mile shopping corridor. As our local economy continues to struggle with a crippling 
recession and the always formidable competition from regional shopping centers, implementation 
of weekend rail service in Montclair could not come at a better or more opportune time. 

We hope that this recommendation for service is met with NJ Transit's fullest support. On 
behalf of the entire Montclair Center business community, I would like to thank you in advance 
for your most serious consideration of this critical request. Please do not hesitate to contact me 
anytime with questions or for additional information at 973-509-3820. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Lonergan 
Executive Director 
Montclair Center Business Improvement District 
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June 9,2009 

Mr. Richard Sarles 
Executive Director 
NJ TRANSIT (hTJT) 
1 Penn Plaza East 
Newark, NJ 07 105 

Dear Mr. Sarles: 

As you know, I a111 a strong and vociferous proponent of expanding access to n~ass 
transportation tlxoughout the Eighth Congressional District. I understand that a coalition 
has been fornied to discuss ways to bring weekend passenger rail service to the 
Montclair-Boonton Line, the only NJT commuter line without weekend service, and I 
seek to add my voice in suppoi-t of their goal. 

I an1 aware that adding additional service has been past of New Jersey Transit's long term 
intent since the Montclair Connection was conceived. However, now that it has been 
constl-ucted and operational for several years, is important that NJT actively work 
towards adding this desired service, which would help relieve congestion on our 
roadways. Elected officials, stakeholder groups, comniunity activists, and the neighbors 
of the rail line, all deserve a seat at the table in these discussions, so that we might see if 
there are interim steps to possibly bring additional service sooner to local residents. 

'Thank you for your consideration of this request in support of additional weekend service 
on the Montclair-Boonton Line. 

Sincerely? , > 

Member of Congress 

cc: Jolm Leon 




